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Woman in coma raped, now pregnant 


Bf iTJ.VX ORK 
d REGINAUl FIELDS 
rtMl WKITtH. 


A wamut who hai been in a cotna for a 
decade wm raped in a BrighUin nuninf home 
and ia now precnant. 

Har (amilv leportadiy haa dacidad the ehould 
have the bal^. 

Soiiroae aaid authontiaa are invaatigatiiw aev- 
eral woriwre for falhahng the child, includinc a 
man who waa charted in November with eexual- 


Inquiiy under way at Brighton nursing home 


ly abuaing another patient at the facility. 

“It’a a ahockiiu, tra(ic fact — aha ia preg 
nant,” aaid Joe Mahoney of the Mata attorney 
icnerali office in Albuy. '*8ameane in Im 
oonditinn could not aubmit to aea.” 

The am oouU warrant a firat-datree rape 

aaeauU on the ze-yaar-old patient ia juM 
ana of a number of problena for the Weetfall 


Health Care Centar, a privately owned reeiden 
tial care facility that opened juat 13 montha agn 
The hoow alraady haa been cited twice by the 
■late Department of Health for inadaquau can. 
and the department ia reco m mending it not be 
allowed to accept any new Medicaw Of Medicaid 
patienta. Ragtda^ aay they will move in April 

u n leaa draatic improvemenu are ina^. 


Aral the firat leiaal abuae victim two wceka 
ago filed a 14 millian naghganca lurt againat the 
inatitutiaa and the aocuaad aaaailant 

The rape victim ia incapacitaled becauae uf a 
traumatic brain injury euffercd in a vehicle 
accident 10 or 11 yean aga 

Until teoetiUy ifai waa cared for at the Weat 
fall center at 5S0I l.ac DeViDe BKd. She hm 
been tranaferred to Strong Memorial Hoapilal 
The wuman ia between three and five mimtha 
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pregnant, 

miliar with the caae. 

She will attempt to carry the 
baby to term, the Bourcea laid. “The 
hmily haa aaid they want her to 
have the child,” one source said. 

Legally, an abortion would be 
permitted 26 weeks into a pregnan¬ 
cy if the mother's life were threat¬ 
ened. 

Authoritice investigating the 
erne aay they plan to wait until the 
child ia bom, at which time blood or 
DNA teats could identify the father. 

Mahoney aaid his office and 
Brighton police will try to identify 
potential suspects. Authorities 
would have to have probable cause 
to force a suspect to take a court- 
ordered blood test 

In November, the attorney nn- 
eral and State Police arreated iHihn 
L Horace, 51, of 66 Fairbanks St 
and charged him with sexually 
abusing a 49-year-old female resi¬ 
dent of Westfall. 

Horace also had been arreated in 
October for posi^ as a gynecologist 
and sex therapist and offering to 
conduct pelvic exams in the b^- 
ment of a private residence. He is 
charged with both felony and mis- 
demeanof unauthorized medical 
practice counts. 

Horace was employed as a 
nurse’s aide at Westfall in August 
and September, and had been as¬ 
signed to work in the room of the 
woman he is accused of abusing on 
Sept 12. The woman reported the 
abuse to other Westfall officials, 
and Horace apparently waa fired by 
the home sho^y thereafter. 

That woman, claiming she suf¬ 
fers ongoing emotional trauma, is 
suing center and Horace for $4 
million, according to court papers. 

Sources say Horace also was the 
personal care orderly for the woman 
who has become pregnant It is not 
clear if he has been interviewed by 
police about the matter. He is free 
on bail on his earlier charges and 
could not be reached for comment 
yesterday. 

“We do have strong leads but K 
may still be a few montha (before 
anything happens)," Mahoney said. 

State health officials say they 
were told the nursing home con¬ 
ducted “extensive interviews with 
patienta and stafT' after the first 
abuse case came to light last fall. 
But apparently they did not uncov¬ 
er any evidence of the rape. 

Nursing home officials began to 
suspect the woman’s condition 
whan they noticed her becoming 
visibly pregnant, Mahoney said. 

On Dec. 31, having verified her 
pregnancy through a test, they 
calM her family, the Brighton Po¬ 
lice Department and the sute 
Health Department, according to 
authorities. 

Westfall officials were “shocked 
and saddened” when the learned of 
the case, said administrator Claudia 
Blumenstock yesterday. 

"Unfortunately, nursing homes 
cannot provide full-time surveil¬ 
lance of our premises to prevent 
unforeseeable criminal acta,’’ she 
said in a prepared statement “We 
do our bnt to balance each resi¬ 
dent’s right to privacy with the right 
to security. 

“We are working with the au¬ 
thorities to find the assailant” she 
said. 

Blumenstock declined to discuss 
specifics of the matter. She said the 
145-bed nursing home is owned by a 


partnership formed by two local 
aurget^ Dr. Kenneth Ouriel and 
Dr. Richard M. Green, and an ac¬ 
countant John J. Goehle. 

The three owners are in the pro- 
ceas of selling the facility to a non¬ 
profit company formed by the Uni¬ 
versity of Rochester. 

A UR Medical Center spokes¬ 
man, David Irwin, confirmed that 
the university has applied for state 
permiaaion to acquire and operate 
the home. 

By definition, a person in a coma 
continues to have some brain activi¬ 
ty but is unconscious and unrespon- 
aive to any outside stimulation. Co- 
matoee patients can appear to be 
sleeping or can appear “awake,” and 
can display automatic responses 
such as coughing or yawning. 


People can remain comatose for 
years but revive only in very rare 
cases. 

Dr. Robert Tlchell, a Rochester 
obstetrician who is not involved in 
caring for the woman, said he could 
not recall any identical cases. 

”I suspect, though, with good 
physical maintenance, she could 
pr^biy carry the pregnancy,” he 
said. “She’s basically an incubator.” 

Tichell said a woman in that 
situation would require extra nutri¬ 
tion and oxygen, plus additional 
medical care, to sustain herself and 
the fetus. 

A comatose mother would be at 
higher risk due to blood clots due to 
her inactivity, he said, and it proba¬ 
bly would be prudent to deliver the 
baby early via Caesarean section. □ 



FREE 

CANS 


Buy Five Cans 

Get One FREE’ 

Science Diet Canine Maintenance, 15.5 oz. cai 
Science Diet Feline Maintenance, 15 oz. can 
Pedigree Dog Food, 13.2 oz. can 

• 

Buy Three Cans 

Get One FREE’ 

Sheba Cat Food, 3.5 oz. can 

OFFER GOOD ON ALL FLAVORS! 

*Free can must be of equal size, with in-store coupon. 
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